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In 1959 journalist John Roderick joined the Tokyo bureau of the Associated Press. There, he befriended a
Japanese family, the Takishitas. After musing offhandedly that he would like to one day have his own house
in Japan, the family—unbeknownst to John—set out to grant his wish. They found Roderick a 250-year-old
minka, or hand-built farmhouse, with athatched roof and held together entirely by wooden pegs and joinery.
It was about to be washed away by flooding and was being offered for only fourteen dollars. Roderick
graciously bought the house, but was privately dismayed at the prospect of living in this enormous old relic
lacking heating, bathing, plumbing, and proper kitchen facilities. So the minka was dismantled and stored,
where Roderick secretly hoped it would stay, asit did for several years. But Roderick's reverence for natural
materials and his appreciation of traditional Japanese and Shinto craftsmanship eventually got the better of
him. Before long ateam of experienced carpenters were hoisting massive beams, laying wide wooden floors,
and attaching the split-bamboo ceiling. In just forty days they rebuilt the house on a hill overlooking
Kamakura, the ancient capital of Japan. Working together, they renovated the farmhouse, adding features
such as floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors and a modern kitchen, bath, and toilet. From these humble
beginnings, Roderick's minka has become internationally known and has hosted such luminaries as President
George H. W. Bush, and Senator Hillary Clinton. John Roderick's architectural memoir Minkatellsthe
compelling and often poignant story of how one man fell in love with the people, culture, and ancient
building traditions of Japan, and reminds us all about the importance of craftsmanship and the meaning of
place and home in the process.
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From reader reviews:
Zachary Mason:

This Minka: My Farmhouse in Japan book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. That
Minka: My Farmhouse in Japan without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Minka: My Farmhouse in Japan can bring if you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even phone. This Minka: My Farmhouse in Japan having great arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eric Campbdll:

Why? Because this Minka: My Farmhouse in Japan is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So, till
want to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Thomas Garcia;

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the booksin the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely Minka: My Farmhouse in Japan. This book and that is qualified
as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Camille Wolfe:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Minka: My Farmhouse in Japan when you desired it?
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