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Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai traces the roots of modern global East Asia by focusing on the fascinating
history of its seaways. The East Asian maritime realm, from the Straits of Malacca to the Sea of Japan, has
been a core region of international trade for millennia, but during the long seventeenth century (1550 to
1700), the velocity and scale of commerce increased dramatically. Chinese, Japanese, and Vietnamese
smugglers and pirates forged autonomous networks and maritime polities; they competed and cooperated
with one another and with powerful political and economic units, such as the Manchu Qing, Tokugawa
Japan, the Portuguese and Spanish crowns, and the Dutch East India Company.

Maritime East Asia was a contested and contradictory place, subject to multiple legal, political, and religious
jurisdictions, and a dizzying diversity of cultures and ethnicities, with dozens of major languages and
countless dialects. Informal networks based on kinship ties or patron-client relations coexisted uneasily with
formal governmental structures and bureaucratized merchant organizations. Subsistence-based trade and
plunder by destitute fishermen complemented the grand dreams of sea-lords, profit-maximizing
entrepreneurs, and imperial contenders. Despite their shifting identities, East Asia’s mariners sought to
anchor their activities to stable legitimacies and diplomatic traditions found outside the system, but outsiders,
even those armed with the latest military technology, could never fully impose their values or plans on these
often mercurial agents.

With its multilateral perspective of a world in flux, this volume offers fresh, wide-ranging narratives of the
“rise of the West” or “the Great Divergence.” European mariners, who have often been considered catalysts
of globalization, were certainly not the most important actors in East and Southeast Asia. China’s maritime
traders carried more in volume and value than any other nation, and the China Seas were key to forging the
connections of early globalization—as significant as the Atlantic World and the Indian Ocean basin. Today,
as a resurgent China begins to assert its status as a maritime power, it is important to understand the deep
history of maritime East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History,
1550-1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai:
Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550-1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East
Asia in Global History, 1550-1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Ella Jacobs:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East
Asia in Global History, 1550-1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Daniel Rhoads:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime
East Asia in Global History, 1550-1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) e-book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still question Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global
History, 1550-1700 (Perspectives on the Global Past) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Christopher Hendrick:

The book untitled Sea Rovers, Silver, and Samurai: Maritime East Asia in Global History, 1550-1700
(Perspectives on the Global Past) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to



read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice study.
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