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Samuel Pufendorf's seminal work, The Whole Duty
of Man, According to the Law of Nature (first
published in Latin in 1673), was among the first to
suggest a purely conventional basis for natural law.
Rejecting scholasticism’s metaphysical theories,
Pufendorf found the source of natural law in humanity’s
need to cultivate sociability. At the same time, he
distanced himself from Hobbes’s deduction of such needs
from self-interest. The result was a sophisticated theory of
the conventional character of man’s social persona and
of all political institutions.

Pufendorf wrote this work to make his insights
accessible to a wide range of readers, especially
university students. As ministers, teachers, and public
servants, they would have to struggle with issues of
sovereignty and of the relationship between church and
state that dominated the new state system of Europe in
the aftermath of the Peace of Westphalia (1648).

The Whole Duty was first translated into English in
1691. The fourth edition was significantly revised—by
anonymous editors—to include a great deal of the very
important editorial material from Jean Barbeyrac’s
French editions. This was reproduced in the fifth edition
from 1735 that is republished here. The English translation
provides a fascinating insight into the transplantation
of Pufendorf’s political theory from a German absolutist
milieu to an English parliamentarian one.

Samuel Pufendorf (1632–1694) was one of the most important figures in early-modern political thought. An
exact contemporary of Locke and Spinoza, he transformed the natural law theories of Grotius
and Hobbes, developed striking ideas of toleration and of the relationship between church and
state, and wrote extensive political histories and analyses of the constitution of the German empire.



Jean Barbeyrac (1674–1744) was
a Huguenot refugee who taught
natural law successively in Berlin,
Lausanne, and Amsterdam, and edited
and translated into French the major
natural law works of Grotius,
Pufendorf, and Cumberland.

Andrew Tooke (1673–1732) was headmaster of Chaterhouse School and professor of geometry at Gresham
College, London.

Ian Hunter is Australian Professorial Fellow in the Centre for the History of European Discourses,
University of Queensland.

David Saunders is Professor
Emeritus in the Faculty of Arts at
Griffith University.

Knud Haakonssen is Professor of
Intellectual History at the University of
Sussex, England.
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From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

The event that you get from The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature (Natural Law Paper)
is a more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature
(Natural Law Paper) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific
The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature (Natural Law Paper) instantly.

Joan Rogers:

This book untitled The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature (Natural Law Paper) to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

May Chapa:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Whole Duty of Man, According
to the Law of Nature (Natural Law Paper) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature
(Natural Law Paper) become your own starter.

Phillis Ries:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Whole Duty of Man, According to the Law of Nature (Natural Law
Paper) can make you feel more interested to read.
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