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Sicilian historian Diodorus Siculus (ca. 100-30 BCE) is our only surviving source for a continuous narrative
of Greek history from Xerxes' invasion to the Wars of the Successors following the death of Alexander the
Great. Yet this important historian has been consistently denigrated as a mere copyist who slavishly
reproduced the works of earlier historians without understanding what he was writing. By contrast, in this
iconoclastic work Peter Green builds a convincing case for Diodorus' merits as a historian. Through a fresh
English translation of a key portion of his multi-volume history (the so-called Bibliotheke, or "Library") and
a commentary and notes that refute earlier assessments of Diodorus, Green offers a fairer, better balanced
estimate of this much-maligned historian.

The portion of Diodorus' history translated here covers the period 480-431 BCE, from the Persian invasion
of Greece to the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War. This half-century, known as the Pentekontaetia, was the
Golden Age of Periclean Athens, a time of unprecedented achievement in drama, architecture, philosophy,
historiography, and the visual arts. Green's accompanying notes and commentary revisit longstanding
debates about historical inconsistencies in Diodorus' work and offer thought-provoking new interpretations
and conclusions. In his masterful introductory essay, Green demolishes the traditional view of Diodorus and
argues for a thorough critical reappraisal of this synthesizing historian, who attempted nothing less than a
"universal history" that begins with the gods of mythology and continues down to the eve of Julius Caesar's
Gallic campaigns.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Diodorus Siculus, Books 11-12.37.1: Greek History, 480-431 BC-the Alternative Version offer
you a new experience in reading a book.

Aurelio Ashley:

Beside this specific Diodorus Siculus, Books 11-12.37.1: Greek History, 480-431 BC-the Alternative
Version in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Diodorus Siculus, Books 11-12.37.1: Greek History, 480-
431 BC-the Alternative Version because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Christina McMullen:

You will get this Diodorus Siculus, Books 11-12.37.1: Greek History, 480-431 BC-the Alternative Version
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.

Luann Bowen:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Diodorus Siculus, Books 11-12.37.1: Greek
History, 480-431 BC-the Alternative Version was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book Diodorus Siculus, Books 11-12.37.1: Greek History, 480-431 BC-the Alternative
Version has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.
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