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In Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s author David Roche takes up the assumption shared
by many fans and scholars that original horror movies are more “disturbing,” and thus better than the
remakes. He assesses the qualities of movies, old and recast, according to criteria that include subtext,
originality, and cohesion. With a methodology that combines a formalist and cultural studies approach,
Roche sifts aspects of the American horror movie that have been widely addressed (class, the patriarchal
family, gender, and the opposition between terror and horror) and those that have been somewhat neglected
(race, the Gothic, style, and verisimilitude). Containing seventy-eight black and white illustrations, the book
is grounded in a close comparative analysis of the politics and aesthetics of four of the most significant
independent American horror movies of the 1970s—The Texas Chain Saw Massacre, The Hills Have Eyes,
Dawn of the Dead, and Halloween—and their twenty-first-century remakes.

To what extent can the politics of these films be described as “disturbing” insomuch as they promote
subversive subtexts that undermine essentialist perspectives? Do the politics of the film lie on the surface or
are they wedded to the film’s aesthetics? Early in the book, Roche explores historical contexts, aspects of
identity (race, ethnicity, and class), and the structuring role played by the motif of the American nuclear
family. He then asks to what extent these films disrupt genre expectations and attempt to provoke emotions
of dread, terror, and horror through their representations of the monstrous and the formal strategies
employed? In this inquiry, he examines definitions of the genre and its metafictional nature. Roche ends with
a meditation on the extent to which the technical limitations of the horror films of the 1970s actually
contribute to this “disturbing” quality. Moving far beyond the genre itself, Making and Remaking Horror
studies the redux as a form of adaptation and enables a more complete discussion of the evolution of horror
in contemporary American cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

The book Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s: Why Don't They Do It Like They Used To?
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s: Why Don't They
Do It Like They Used To? being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a book Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s: Why Don't They Do It
Like They Used To?. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Jose Callender:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s: Why Don't They Do It Like They Used To?, you
may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a book.

Samantha Flowers:

Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s: Why Don't They Do It Like They Used To? can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every
word into delight arrangement in writing Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s: Why Don't
They Do It Like They Used To? yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Marla Fiske:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to



generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Making and Remaking Horror in the 1970s and 2000s:
Why Don't They Do It Like They Used To? can make you experience more interested to read.
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