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Though it is now discredited, totemism once captured the imagination of Sigmund Freud, Émile Durkheim,
James Frazer, and other prominent Victorian thinkers. In this lively intellectual history, Robert Alun Jones
considers the construction of a theory and the divergent ways religious scholars, anthropologists,
psychoanalysts, and cultural theorists drew on totemism to explore and define primitive and modern
societies' religious, cultural, and sexual norms. Combining innovative readings of individual scholars' work
and a rich portrait of Victorian intellectual life, Jones brilliantly traces the rise and fall of a powerful idea.

First used to describe the belief systems of Native American tribes, totemism ultimately encompassed a
range of characteristics. Its features included belief in a guardian spirit that assumed the form of an a
particular animal; a prohibition against marrying outside the clan combined with a powerful incest taboo; a
sacrament in which members of the totemic clan slaughtered a representative of the totemic species; and the
tracing of descent through the female rather than the male. These attributes struck a chord with the late
Victorian mentality and its obsession with inappropriate sexual relations, evolutionary theory, and gender
roles. Totemism represented a set of beliefs that, though utterly primitive and at a great evolutionary
distance, reassured Victorians of their own more civilized values and practices.

Totemism's attraction to Victorian thinkers reflects the ways in which the social sciences construct their
objects of study rather than discovering them. In discussing works such as Freud's Totem and Taboo or
Frazer's The Golden Bough, Jones considers how theorists used the vocabulary of totemism to suit their
intellectual interests and goals. Ultimately, anthropologists such as A. A. Goldenweiser, Franz Boas, and
Claude Lévi-Strauss argued that totemism was more a reflection of the concerns of Victorian theorists than
of the actual practices and beliefs of "primitive" societies, and by the late twentieth century totemism seemed
to have disappeared altogether.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Gomes:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Secret of the
Totem: Religion and Society from McLennan to Freud is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Shelly Gomes:

Typically the book The Secret of the Totem: Religion and Society from McLennan to Freud has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Cindy Johnson:

Beside this particular The Secret of the Totem: Religion and Society from McLennan to Freud in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like
an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Secret of the Totem: Religion and
Society from McLennan to Freud because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!

Jane Pelley:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Secret of the Totem: Religion and
Society from McLennan to Freud can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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