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In the eighteenth century, chemistry was transformed from an art to a public science. Chemical affinity
played an important role in this process as a metaphor, a theory domain, and a subject of investigation.
Goethe's Elective Affinities, which was based on the current understanding of chemical affinities, attests to
chemistry's presence in the public imagination. In Affinity, That Elusive Dream, Mi Gyung Kim restores
chemical affinity to its proper place in historiography and in Enlightenment public culture.The Chemical
Revolution is usually associated with Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier, who introduced a modern nomenclature
and a definitive text. Kim argues that chemical affinity was erased from historical memory by Lavoisier's
omission of it from his textbook. She examines the work of many less famous French chemists (including
physicians, apothecaries, metallurgists, philosophical chemists, and industrial chemists) to explore the
institutional context of chemical instruction and research, the social stratification that shaped theoretical
discourse, and the crucial shifts in analytic methods. Apothecaries and metallurgists, she shows, shaped the
main theory domains through their innovative approach to analysis. Academicians and philosophical
chemists brought about two transformative theoretical moments through their efforts to create a rational
discourse of chemistry in tune with the reigning natural philosophy.The topics discussed include the
corpuscular (Cartesian) model in French chemistry in the early 1700s, the stabilization of the theory domains
of composition and affinity, the reconstruction of French theoretical discourse in the middle of the eighteenth
century, the Newtonian languages that plagued the domain of affinity just before the Chemical Revolution,
Guyton de Morveau's program of affinity chemistry, Lavoisier's reconstruction of the theory domains of
chemistry, and Berthollet's path as an affinity chemist.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

Precisely why? Because this Affinity, That Elusive Dream: A Genealogy of the Chemical Revolution
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Mary Oropeza:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is Affinity, That Elusive Dream: A Genealogy of the Chemical
Revolution (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review
this publication you can get many advantages.

Alberto Redden:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Affinity, That Elusive Dream: A Genealogy
of the Chemical Revolution (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Affinity, That Elusive Dream: A
Genealogy of the Chemical Revolution (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology)
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that will.

William Ochoa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A



substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Affinity,
That Elusive Dream: A Genealogy of the Chemical Revolution (Transformations: Studies in the History of
Science and Technology).
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