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In 1341 in Aragon, a Jewish convert to Christianity was sentenced to death, only to be pulled from the
burning stake and into a formal religious interrogation. His confession was as astonishing to his inquisitors as
his brush with mortality is to us: the condemned man described a Jewish conspiracy to persuade recent
converts to denounce their newfound Christian faith. His claims were corroborated by witnesses and became
the catalyst for a series of trials that unfolded over the course of the next twenty months. Between Christian
and Jew closely analyzes these events, which Paola Tartakoff considers paradigmatic of inquisitorial
proceedings against Jews in the period. The trials also serve as the backbone of her nuanced consideration of
Jewish conversion to Christianity—and the unwelcoming Christian response to Jewish conversions—during
a period that is usually celebrated as a time of relative interfaith harmony.

The book lays bare the intensity of the mutual hostility between Christians and Jews in medieval Spain.
Tartakoff's research reveals that the majority of Jewish converts of the period turned to baptism in order to
escape personal difficulties, such as poverty, conflict with other Jews, or unhappy marriages. They often met
with a chilly reception from their new Christian brethren, making it difficult to integrate into Christian
society. Tartakoff explores Jewish antagonism toward Christians and Christianity by examining the aims and
techniques of Jews who sought to re-Judaize apostates as well as the Jewish responses to inquisitorial
prosecution during an actual investigation. Prosecutions such as the 1341 trial were understood by papal
inquisitors to be in defense of Christianity against perceived Jewish attacks, although Tartakoff shows that
Christian fears about Jewish hostility were often exaggerated. Drawing together the accounts of Jews, Jewish
converts, and inquisitors, this cultural history offers a broad study of interfaith relations in medieval Iberia.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and
Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series) to read.

Jacob King:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and
Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Terry Crabtree:

The e-book untitled Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-
1391 (The Middle Ages Series) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle
Ages Series) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joseph Dolezal:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle
Ages Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person
must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life by this book Between Christian and Jew: Conversion and Inquisition in the Crown of
Aragon, 1250-1391 (The Middle Ages Series). You can more pleasing than now.
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