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From Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Garry Wills, a groundbreaking examination of how the atomic
bomb profoundly altered the nature of American democracy and hasleft usin a state of war alert ever
since.

In Bomb Power, Garry Wills reveals how the atomic bomb transformed our nation down to its deepest
constitutional roots-by dramatically increasing the power of the modern presidency and redefining the
government as a hational security state-in ways still felt today. A masterful reckoning from one of America's
preeminent historians, Bomb Power draws a direct line from the Manhattan Project to the usurpations of
George W. Bush.

The invention of the atomic bomb was a triumph of official secrecy and military discipline-the project was
covertly funded at the behest of the president and, despite its massive scale, never discovered by Congress or
the press. This conceal ment was perhaps to be expected in wartime, but Wills persuasively argues that the
Manhattan Project then became a model for the covert operations and overt authority that have defined
American government in the nuclear era. The wartime emergency put in place during World War Il extended
into the Cold War and finally the war on terror, leaving usin a state of continuous war alert for sixty-eight
years and counting.

The bomb forever changed the institution of the presidency since only the president controls "the button™
and, by extension, the fate of the world. Wills underscores how radical a break this was from the division of
powers established by our founding fathers and how it in turn has enfeebled Congress and the courts. The
bomb also placed new emphasis on the president's military role, creating a cult around the commander in
chief. The tendency of modern presidentsto flaunt military airs, Wills points out, is entirely a postbomb
phenomenon. Finally, the Manhattan Project inspired the vast secretive apparatus of the national security
state, including intelligence agencies such asthe CIA and NSA, which remain largely unaccountable to
Congress and the American people.

Wills recounts how, following World War 1, presidential power increased decade by decade until reaching
its stunning apogee with the Bush administration. Both provocative and illuminating, Bomb Power casts the
history of the postwar period in a new light and sounds an aarm about the continued threat to our
Constitution.
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From reader reviews:
Harry Keller:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the National
Security State as the daily resource information.

Gregory Eubanks:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Bomb Power: The Modern
Presidency and the National Security State which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

DianaKeller:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the National
Security State can give you alot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. Thisreserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Bomb Power: The Modern
Presidency and the National Security State.

Roxie Gregory:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the
National Security State or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the National Security State to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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