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Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea is the first comprehensive history of identity as the answer to the
question, "who, or what, am I?" It covers the century from the end of World War I, when identity in this
sense first became an issue for writers and philosophers, to 2010, when European political leaders declared
multiculturalism a failure just as Canada, which pioneered it, was hailing its success. Along the way the book
examines Erik Erikson's concepts of psychological identity and identity crisis, which made the word famous;
the turn to collective identity and the rise of identity politics in Europe and America; varieties and theories of
group identity; debates over accommodating collective identities within liberal democracy; the relationship
between individual and group identity; the postmodern critique of identity as a concept; and the ways it
nonetheless transformed the social sciences and altered our ideas of ethics.

At the same time the book is an argument for the validity and indispensability of identity, properly
understood. Identity was not a concept before the twentieth century because it was taken for granted. The
slaughter of World War I undermined the honored identities of prewar Europe and, as a result, the idea of
identity as something objective and stable was thrown into question at the same time that people began to
sense that it was psychologically and socially necessary. We can't be at home in our bodies, act effectively in
the world, or interact comfortably with others without a stable sense of who we are. Gerald Izenberg argues
that, while it is a mistake to believe that our identities are givens that we passively discover about ourselves,
decreed by God, destiny, or nature, our most important identities have an objective foundation in our
existential situation as bodies, social beings, and creatures who aspire to meaning and transcendence, as well
as in the legitimacy of our historical particularity.
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From reader reviews:

David Lussier:

This Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of
the Modern Age) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age)
can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History
of the Modern Age) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Flora Gordon:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age), you
can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

Lorenzo Maskell:

The book untitled Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice read.

Thomas Busch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading



is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Identity: The Necessity of a Modern
Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age).
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