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Today, jazz is considered high art, America’s national music, and the catalog of its recordings—its
discography—is often taken for granted. But behind jazz discography is a fraught and highly colorful history
of research, fanaticism, and the intense desire to know who played what, where, and when. This history gets
its first full-length treatment in Bruce D. Epperson’s More Important Than the Music. Following the
dedicated few who sought to keep jazz’s legacy organized, Epperson tells a fascinating story of archival
pursuit in the face of negligence and deception, a tale that saw curses and threats regularly employed, with
fisticuffs and lawsuits only slightly rarer.

Epperson examines the documentation of recorded jazz from its casual origins as a novelty in the 1920s and
’30s, through the overwhelming deluge of 12-inch vinyl records in the middle of the twentieth century, to the
use of computers by today’s discographers. Though he focuses much of his attention on comprehensive
discographies, he also examines the development of a variety of related listings, such as buyer’s guides and
library catalogs, and he closes with a look toward discography’s future. From the little black book to the full-
featured online database, More Important Than the Music offers a history not just of jazz discography but of
the profoundly human desire to preserve history itself.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Villanueva:

The actual book More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz
Discography is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jose Shepard:

The actual book More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography has a lot of information on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Eddie Patten:

This More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Duane Harden:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like More Important Than
the Music: A History of Jazz Discography which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.
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