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It is all too easy to assume that social service programs respond to homelessness, seeking to prevent and
understand it. The Value of Homelessness, however, argues that homelessness today is an effect of social
services and sciences, which shape not only what counts as such but what will?or ultimately won’t?be done
about it. 

Through a history of U.S. housing insecurity from the 1930s to the present, Craig Willse traces the
emergence and consolidation of a homeless services industry. How to most efficiently allocate resources to
control ongoing insecurity has become the goal, he shows, rather than how to eradicate the social, economic,
and political bases of housing needs. Drawing on his own years of work in homeless advocacy and activist
settings, as well as interviews conducted with program managers, counselors, and staff at homeless services
organizations in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle, Willse provides the first analysis of
how housing insecurity becomes organized as a governable social problem.

An unprecedented and powerful historical account of the development of contemporary ideas about
homelessness and how to manage homelessness, The Value of Homelessness offers new ways for students
and scholars of social work, urban inequality, racial capitalism, and political theory to comprehend the
central role of homelessness in governance and economy today.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Value of Homelessness: Managing Surplus Life in
the United States (Difference Incorporated). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important the book The Value of Homelessness: Managing Surplus Life in the
United States (Difference Incorporated). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that.
In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Joseph McNeal:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Value of Homelessness: Managing
Surplus Life in the United States (Difference Incorporated) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Virginia Mack:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book The Value of Homelessness: Managing Surplus Life in the
United States (Difference Incorporated) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book has high quality.

Jose Rivera:

Beside that The Value of Homelessness: Managing Surplus Life in the United States (Difference
Incorporated) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Value of Homelessness:



Managing Surplus Life in the United States (Difference Incorporated) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
read it from currently!
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