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The Dirty Dozen meets Band of Brothers in this true story of how a rusty old New Orleans banana boat
staffed with an unlikely crew of international merchant seamen, a gang of inmates from a local jail,
and a French harbor pilot spirited out of Morocco by O.S.S. agents in the trunk of a Chevy, were
drafted into service in WWII -- and heroically succeeded in setting the stage for Patton's epic invasion
of North Africa.

     The largest amphibious invasion force ever to cross the Atlantic Ocean set sail from Virginia for North
Africa in November 1942.  Operation Torch was the true beginning of the liberation of Europe since control
of Northwestern Africa — Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia -- gave the Allies a base on the Mediterranean for
the coming invasion of southern Europe.  The prime objectives of the Moroccan invasion, headed by General
George Patton, were the port city of Casablanca and an airfield 60 miles northeast of the city, which had the
only concrete runways in the region.  Unfortunately, the field was located a dozen miles up a shallow,
twisting Moroccan river that wound its way down from the Atlas Mountains to the Atlantic.  Patton needed
five hundred tons of highly volatile airplane fuel and nine hundred tons of bombs delivered to that Moroccan
airport to supply his planned air campaign against Casablanca, but he faced a major challenge: the river was
too shallow for any available transport ship in the entire Allied fleet.  As the clock ticked down on the
invasion, the War Department searched every harbor and cove in the Atlantic and only at the last moment
turned up the Contessa, a salt-caked, rust-stained Honduran-registered civilian freighter that had spent most
of her undistinguished career hauling bananas and honeymooners from New Orleans to the river port harbors
of the Caribbean.  But at least she would be capable of hauling heavy cargo in shallow waters.
 
     Twelve Desperate Miles tells the incredible story of the Contessa’s role in the opening salvo of World
War II.  This unremarkable ship, crewed by seamen from twenty-six different nations and eighteen sailors
pulled from the Norfolk County jail, became the focus of the first invasion of the war as it was rushed to
Virginia at the insistence of George Patton and quickly retrofitted for war.  Too late to join the safety of the
massive convoy sailing for Africa, the Contessa set out on her own through the U-Boat-infested waters of the
Atlantic to the shores of Morocco, where she faced her final and most daunting challenge: the twelve mile
voyage up the shallow and well-defended Sebou River, carrying an explosive cocktail of gasoline and bombs
in her holds.
 
     In Twelve Desperate Miles, veteran history writer Tim Brady chronicles one of the great untold stories of
the war.  This surprising and entertaining account of the baptism of American forces on the Western Front is
a mix of Moroccan intrigue, portraits of some of the great figures of the war (Patton, Eisenhower, Marshall,
General Lucian Truscott) at its outset, snapshots of the daily workings of the colorful crew of a merchant
ship, along with a thrilling account of the invasion of French Morocco. Twelve Desperate Miles offers a
unique and fascinating picture of the war in its opening moments.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Twelve
Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Samantha Williams:

Exactly why? Because this Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Kayla Congdon:

Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa yet doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Judy Yelle:

The book untitled Twelve Desperate Miles: The Epic World War II Voyage of the SS Contessa contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to



order it. Have a nice examine.
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