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James Allen presents an original and penetrating investigation of the notion of inference from signs, which
played a central role in ancient philosophical and scientific method. Inference from Signs examines an
important chapter in ancient epistemology: the debates about the nature of evidence and of the inferences
based on it--or signs and sign-inferences as they were called in antiquity.

Special attention is paid to three main issues. Firstly, the relation between sign-inference and explanation. At
a minimum, sign-inferences permit us to draw a new conclusion, and they are used in this way in every
sphere of life. But inferences must do more than this if they are to play the parts assigned to them by natural
philosophers and medical theorists, who appeal to signs to support the theories they put forward to explain
the phenomena in their domains. Allen examines the efforts made by Aristotle, the Stoics, the Epicureans,
and in medicine to discover what further conditions must be satisfied by inferences if they are to advance
explanatory purposes.

To speak of inference from signs presupposes that the use of signs is a form of reasoning from grounds to a
conclusion. However, an alternative nonrational conception is explored, according to which the use of signs
depends instead on acquired dispositions to be reminded by one thing or another. This view is traced to its
probable origin in the Empirical school of medicine, whence it was taken by Pyrrhonian skeptics, who
introduced it into philosophy.

Evidence sometimes supports conclusive arguments, but at other times it only makes a conclusion probable.
Allen investigates Aristotle's path-breaking attempt to erect standards by which to evaluate non-conclusive
but--in Aristotelian terms--reputable inferences.

Inference from Signs fills an important gap in the histories of science and philosophy and provides the first
comprehensive treatment of this topic.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Inference from Signs: Ancient Debates about the Nature of
Evidence. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Inference from Signs: Ancient Debates about the Nature of Evidence. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Jonathan Head:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Inference from Signs: Ancient
Debates about the Nature of Evidence, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Daniel Weimer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Inference from Signs: Ancient Debates
about the Nature of Evidence book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Inference from Signs:
Ancient Debates about the Nature of Evidence as good book not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Patricia Bush:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Inference from Signs: Ancient Debates about the Nature of Evidence this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world



has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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