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Opponents rarely go to war without thinking they can win--and clearly, one side must be wrong. This
conundrum lies at the heart of the so-called "war puzzle": rational states should agree on their differences in
power and thus not fight. But as Dominic Johnson argues in Overconfidence and War, states are no more
rational than people, who are susceptible to exaggerated ideas of their own virtue, of their ability to control
events, and of the future. By looking at this bias--called "positive illusions"--as it figures in evolutionary
biology, psychology, and the politics of international conflict, this book offers compelling insights into why
states wage war.

Johnson traces the effects of positive illusions on four turning points in twentieth-century history: two that
erupted into war (World War I and Vietnam); and two that did not (the Munich crisis and the Cuban missile
crisis). Examining the two wars, he shows how positive illusions have filtered into politics, causing leaders
to overestimate themselves and underestimate their adversaries--and to resort to violence to settle a conflict
against unreasonable odds. In the Munich and Cuban missile crises, he shows how lessening positive
illusions may allow leaders to pursue peaceful solutions.

The human tendency toward overconfidence may have been favored by natural selection throughout our
evolutionary history because of the advantages it conferred--heightening combat performance or improving
one's ability to bluff an opponent. And yet, as this book suggests--and as the recent conflict in Iraq bears out-
-in the modern world the consequences of this evolutionary legacy are potentially deadly.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR can be
great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Florence Hall:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting
OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR become
your own starter.

Gene Taylor:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR will give you new experience in reading
through a book.

Shane Hern:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR when you desired it?
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