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Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Dresden Technical
University, 36 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In the following, I would like to give a
brief abstract of my thesis. Chiefly, I want to explore three major novels of the Harlem Renaissance - Nella
Larsen’s Quicksand (1928) and Passing (1929) as well as Jessie Fauset’s Plum Bun (1929). As all of them
deal with racial passing, this issue will be the topic of the first part in order to provide an insight into the
matter. The main focus will be on black-to-white passing, which is primarily a cultural phenomenon of the
United States. After a definition of the term with the help of several basic typologies, I would like to proceed
to concomitants like secrecy, the question of guilt and the white people’s view on passing. Subsequently, the
passer ought to be the focus of closer examination, followed by an exploration of laws and folk beliefs
evolving around the mulatto as the typical passing figure. After this theoretical embedding, I will take a
closer look at passing in literature including an analysis of the emergence of the phenomenon as a literary
genre. Additionally, the passing figure in literature, the “tragic mulatto”, is to be investigated. Concluding, a
chapter on other forms of passing shall be added for the sake of completeness.
In the second part, these theoretical cognitions are supposed to be employed to find an approach to the novels
that are going to be examined with regard to the matters that evolve around passing, i.e. the secrecy involved,
the return home and the tragic death of the heroine. Juda Bennett’s list of similarities among passing novels
is supposed to provide a framework here. Afterwards, other forms of passing depicted in the novels will
come to the fore including an examination of racism in connection with sexism.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Gregg:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book.
They are reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Racial Passing: A Comparative Reading of Jessie Fauset's "Plum
Bun" and Nella Larsen's "Passing" and "Quicksand".

Eunice Huynh:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Racial Passing: A Comparative
Reading of Jessie Fauset's "Plum Bun" and Nella Larsen's "Passing" and "Quicksand" is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rodolfo Buker:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Racial Passing: A Comparative Reading
of Jessie Fauset's "Plum Bun" and Nella Larsen's "Passing" and "Quicksand" book because this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Amy Terrell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Racial Passing: A Comparative
Reading of Jessie Fauset's "Plum Bun" and Nella Larsen's "Passing" and "Quicksand" publication written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still hesitation Racial Passing: A Comparative Reading of Jessie Fauset's
"Plum Bun" and Nella Larsen's "Passing" and "Quicksand" as good book not simply by the cover but also by
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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