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In her groundbreaking history of the class system in America, extending from colonial times to the
present, Nancy Isenberg takes on our comforting myths about equality, uncovering the crucial legacy
of the ever-present, always embarrassing––if occasionally entertaining––poor white trash
 
The wretched and landless poor have existed from the time of the earliest British colonial settlement. They
were alternately known as “waste people,” “offals,” “rubbish,” “lazy lubbers,” and “crackers.” By the 1850s,
the downtrodden included so-called “clay eaters” and “sandhillers,” known for prematurely aged children
distinguished by their yellowish skin, ragged clothing, and listless minds.
 
            Surveying political rhetoric and policy, popular literature and scientific theories over four hundred
years, Isenberg upends assumptions about America’s supposedly class-free society––where liberty and hard
work were meant to ensure real social mobility. Poor whites were central to the rise of the Republican Party
in the early nineteenth century, and the Civil War itself was fought over class issues nearly as much as it was
fought over slavery. Reconstruction pitted poor white trash against newly freed slaves, which factored in the
rise of eugenics–-a widely popular movement embraced by Theodore Roosevelt that targeted poor whites for
sterilization. These poor were at the heart of New Deal reforms and LBJ’s Great Society; they haunt us in
reality TV shows like Here Comes Honey Boo Boo and Duck Dynasty. Marginalized as a class, white trash
have always been at or near the center of major political debates over the character of the American identity.
 
We acknowledge racial injustice as an ugly stain on our nation’s history. With Isenberg’s landmark book, we
will have to face the truth about the enduring, malevolent nature of class as well.
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From reader reviews:

Augusta Wilson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of
Class in America had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in
America is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book
White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America. You never truly feel lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Ralph Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America, you can
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a book.

Nancy Lundy:

The book untitled White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
read.

Clara Brownfield:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in
America can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more



than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have White Trash: The 400-Year
Untold History of Class in America.
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