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More than a century of interaction with colonial and global agencies and forces have brought many changes
to the lives of the Maisin people who live on the northeastern coast of Papua New Guinea. Yet ancestral
traditions continue to strongly inform their way of life. Their beautifully designed tapa cloth, made from the
pounded inner bark of the paper mulberry tree, most vividly connects the past with the present.

Using the various stages of tapa cloth production to frame a broader discussion of changes and continuities in
Maisin culture (economic pursuit, social arrangements, gender relations, religion, politics, and the
environment) Barker offers a nuanced understanding of how the Maisin came to reject commercial logging
on their traditional lands. Viewed in isolation, the decision appears to be a confirmation of tradition over
"modernity." Yet the book shows that it is the most recent, and perhaps dramatic, instance in a long chain of
improvisations and compromises that have allowed the Maisin to remain true to core ancestral values while
participating in wider social, political, and economic systems. Ancestral Lines provides an important
counterpoint to the stereotype of indigenous peoples as passive victims of impersonal global forces.

While accessible to most readers, including those with little or no knowledge of Melanesia or anthropology,
Ancestral Lines has been designed with introductory anthropology courses in mind. Each chapter opens with
a description of succeeding stages in the creation and use of a piece of tapa cloth. These, in turn, lead into
discussions of dimensions of Maisin life that correspond to the sections and order of most standard
introductory textbooks.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jimenez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and
the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom) can be excellent book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ross Turner:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and
the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom) it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Minerva Garrison:

Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP
Ethnographies for the Classroom) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New
Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest (Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom) but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Bernard Taylor:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need



more time to be learn. Ancestral Lines: The Maisin of Papua New Guinea and the Fate of the Rainforest
(Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom) can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.
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