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Crafting Identity goes far beyond folklore in its ethnographic exploration of mask making in central Mexico.
In addition to examining larger theoretical issues about indigenous and mestizo identity and cultural
citizenship as represented through masks and festivals, the book also examines how dominant institutions of
cultural production (art, media, and tourism) mediate Mexican “arte popular,” which makes Mexican
indigeneity “digestible” from the standpoint of elite and popular Mexican nationalism and American and
global markets for folklore.

The first ethnographic study of its kind, the book examines how indigenous and mestizo mask makers, both
popular and elite, view and contest relations of power and inequality through their craft. Using data from his
interviews with mask makers, collectors, museum curators, editors, and others, Pavel Shlossberg places the
artisans within the larger context of their relationships with the nation-state and Mexican elites, as well as
with the production cultures that inform international arts and crafts markets. In exploring the connection of
mask making to capitalism, the book examines the symbolic and material pressures brought to bear on
Mexican artisans to embody and enact self-racializing stereotypes and the performance of stigmatized
indigenous identities.

Shlossberg’s weaving of ethnographic data and cultural theory demystifies the way mask makers ascribe
meaning to their practices and illuminates how these practices are influenced by state and cultural
institutions. Demonstrating how the practice of mask making negotiates ethnoracial identity with regard to
the Mexican state and the United States, Shlossberg shows how it derives meaning, value, and economic
worth in the eyes of the state and cultural institutions that mediate between the mask maker and the market.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Crafting Identity: Transnational Indian Arts and the Politics of Race in Central Mexico (First Peoples: New
Directions in Indigenous Studies) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Steve Duran:

The reserve untitled Crafting Identity: Transnational Indian Arts and the Politics of Race in Central Mexico
(First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write
the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Crafting Identity: Transnational Indian Arts and the Politics of Race in Central Mexico
(First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Cheryl Cooley:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Crafting
Identity: Transnational Indian Arts and the Politics of Race in Central Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions
in Indigenous Studies) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Cheri Adamo:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Crafting Identity: Transnational
Indian Arts and the Politics of Race in Central Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies)
is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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