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From the author of Crying, a witty, wide-ranging cultural history of our attitudestoward work—and
getting out of it

Couch potatoes, goof-offs, freeloaders, good-for-nothings, loafers, and loungers. ever since the Industrial
Revolution, when the work ethic as we know it was formed, there has been a chorus of slackersridiculing
and lampooning the pretensions of hardworking respectability. Reviled by many, heroesto others,

these layabouts stretch and yawn while the rest of society worries and sweats. Whenever the world of labor
changesin significant ways, the pulpits, politicians, and pedagogues ring with exhortations of the value of
work, and the slackers answer with a strenuous call of their own: "To do nothing," as Oscar Wilde said,
"isthe most difficult thing in the world." From Benjamin Franklin's "air baths" to Jack Kerouac's "dharma
bums," Generation-X slackers, and beyond, anti-work-ethic proponents have held a central place in modern
culture.

Moving with verve and wit through a series of fascinating case studies that illuminate the changing place of
leisure in the American republic, Doing Nothing revises the way we understand slackers and work itself.
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From reader reviews:
Sheila Nathan:

The book Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bumsin America can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bumsin America? Some of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. Itis
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you are ableto give for each other; you may share al of these. Book Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers,
Loungers, Slackers, and Bums in America has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be aways change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice to suit your
needs but the problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Doing
Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bumsin Americais our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Danilo Ernest:

This Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bumsin America are usually reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers,
Loungers, Slackers, and Bums in America can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers,
and Bumsin Americaforcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tria
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Donald Vermillion:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bumsin America. Y ou can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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