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In Electing Judges, leading judicial politics scholar James L. Gibson responds tothe growing chorus of critics
who fear that the politics of running for office undermine judicial independence and even the rule of law.
While many people have opinions on the topic, few have supported them with actual empirical evidence.
Gibson rectifies this situation, offering the most systematic and comprehensive study to date of the impact of
campaigns on public perceptions of fairness, impartiality, and the legitimacy of elected state courts—and his
findings are both counterintuitive and controversial.

 

Gibson finds that ordinary Americans do not conclude from campaign promises that judges are incapable of
making impartial decisions. Instead, he shows, they understand the process of deciding cases to be an
exercise in policy making, rather than of simply applying laws to individual cases—and consequently think
it’s important for candidates to reveal where they stand on important issues. Negative advertising also turns
out to have a limited effect on perceptions of judicial legitimacy, though the same cannot be said for widely
hated campaign contributions.

 

Taking both the good and bad into consideration, Gibson argues persuasively that elections are ultimately
beneficial in boosting the institutional legitimacy of courts, despite the slight negative effects of some
campaign activities. Electing Judges will initiate a lively debate inside both the halls of justice and the
academy.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

Here thing why this kind of Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no book that similar with Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial
Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Electing Judges: The
Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) in e-book
can be your alternative.

Michael Collins:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Gerald Magee:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain
it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this
book suited all of you.

Randall Briggs:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know



everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on
Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) was filled with regards to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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