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Can a U.S. president decide to hold suspected terrorists indefinitely without charges or secretly monitor
telephone conversations and e-mails without a warrant in the interest of national security? Was the George
W. Bush administration justified in authorizing waterboarding? Was President Obama justified in ordering
the killing, without trial or hearing, of a U.S. citizen suspected of terrorist activity? Defining the scope and
limits of emergency presidential power might seem easy—just turn to Article II of the Constitution. But as
Chris Edelson shows, the reality is complicated. In times of crisis, presidents have frequently staked out
claims to broad national security power. Ultimately it is up to the Congress, the courts, and the people to
decide whether presidents are acting appropriately or have gone too far.

            Drawing on excerpts from the U.S. Constitution, Supreme Court opinions, Department of Justice
memos, and other primary documents, Edelson weighs the various arguments that presidents have used to
justify the expansive use of executive power in times of crisis. Emergency Presidential Power uses the
historical record to evaluate and analyze presidential actions before and after the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001. The choices of the twenty-first century, Edelson concludes, have pushed the boundaries
of emergency presidential power in ways that may provide dangerous precedents for current and future
commanders-in-chief.

Winner, Crader Family Book Prize in American Values, Department of History and Crader Family
Endowment for American Values, Southeast Missouri State University
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From reader reviews:

Marie Walsh:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Emergency Presidential Power: From
the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Latonya Sams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Emergency Presidential Power: From the
Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism Emergency Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on
Terror as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Linda Thomas:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book Emergency
Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.

Larhonda Kennedy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Emergency Presidential Power: From the
Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror.
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