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The fables of witchcraft have taken so fast hold and deepe root in the heart of man, that few or none can
indure with patience the hand and correction of God.' Reginald Scot, whose words these are, published his
remarkable book The Discoverie of Witchcraft in 1584. England's first major work of demonology,
witchcraft and the occult, the book was unashamedly sceptical. It is said that so outraged was King James VI
of Scotland by the disbelieving nature of Scot's work that, on James' accession to the English throne in 1603,
he ordered every copy to be destroyed. Yet for all the anger directed at Scot, and his scorn for Stuart
orthodoxy about wiches, the paradox was that his detailed account of sorcery helped strengthen the hold of
European demonologies in England while also inspiring the distinctively English tradition of secular magic
and conjuring. Scot's influence was considerable. Shakespeare drew on The Discoverie of Witchcraft for his
depiction of the witches in Macbeth. So too did fellow-playwright Thomas Middleton in his tragi-comedy
The Witch. Recognising Scot's central importance in the history of ideas, Philip Almond places his subject in
the febrile context of his age, examines the chief themes of his work and shows why his writings became a
sourcebook for aspiring magicians and conjurors for several hundred years. England's First Demonologist
makes a notable contribution to a fascinating but unjustly neglected topic in the study of Early Modern
England and European intellectual history.

‘This is the first full-length study of what to most people is the most famous and influential book about
witchcraft to emerge from early modern England; and it significantly advances our knowledge of both text
and author.’ - Ronald Hutton, Professor of History, University of Bristol
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From reader reviews:

Michael Johnson:

This England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and 'The Discoverie of Witchcraft' book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and 'The
Discoverie of Witchcraft' without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and 'The
Discoverie of Witchcraft' can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This England's First Demonologist:
Reginald Scot and 'The Discoverie of Witchcraft' having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Marylouise Potter:

This England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and 'The Discoverie of Witchcraft' is great publication for
you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and 'The Discoverie of
Witchcraft' in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Juli Gadberry:

Beside that England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and 'The Discoverie of Witchcraft' in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and
'The Discoverie of Witchcraft' because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Daryl Sanders:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes



reading, not only science book but additionally novel and England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and
'The Discoverie of Witchcraft' or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any
other book likes England's First Demonologist: Reginald Scot and 'The Discoverie of Witchcraft' to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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