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Gothic Machine is a ground-breaking exploration of relations between Gothic literature, pre-cinematic media
such as magic lanterns, phantasmagoria and dioramas and the first films 1670-1910. Starting with the earliest
projections of horror images, continuing through the development of Gothic fiction and drama and closing
with the first Frankenstein film, this study is a fascinating and pioneering evaluation of relations between
these different media. As early as 1800, the Marquis de Sade identified Gothic novels such as The Monk and
The Mysteries of Udolpho as ‘phantasmagoria’. This work explores the reasons why and, amongst the other
mysteries broached en route is the reason that our first view of Dracula on English soil is described by Bram
Stoker as a ‘diorama’. That doyen of tales of terror, Sheridan Le Fanu is revealed to be a literary magic
lanternist, as is Robert Louis Stevenson. Symbolist visions of spectral automated chanteuses and demonic
panoramas are discussed as are the darkest fantasies of J-K Huysmans and the earliest film-makers. This
study, which moves between detailed study of the work of specific showmen and artists in relation to media
histories and, elsewhere, much wider and more general surveys of cultural expression of these processes, is
driven by historicist thought throughout. The author’s argument is audacious and bold, challenging critical
orthodoxies on spectrality and the envisioning of ghosts. As the cultural detective who re-discovered the
setting of E.G. Robertson’s convent Phantasmagoria, Dr. Jones is in a unique position to explore the
performative aspects of this famous spectacle. The author explores five key periods in Germany, Britain,
France and America over the designated span. Finally, the widely-ranging discussion crosses the line
between pre-cinematic shows and cinema proper revealing how the new technology itself became a haunted,
Gothic medium.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Gothic Machine:
Textualities, Pre-Cinematic Media and Film in Popular Visual Culture, 1670-1910 (Gothic Literary Studies)
book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Olga Harrington:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Gothic Machine: Textualities, Pre-Cinematic
Media and Film in Popular Visual Culture, 1670-1910 (Gothic Literary Studies) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Nelson Gendron:

The reason why? Because this Gothic Machine: Textualities, Pre-Cinematic Media and Film in Popular
Visual Culture, 1670-1910 (Gothic Literary Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Martina White:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Gothic Machine: Textualities, Pre-Cinematic Media and Film in Popular Visual Culture,
1670-1910 (Gothic Literary Studies) when you essential it?
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