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'Markedness' refers to the tendency of languages to show a preference for particular structures or sounds.
This bias towards 'marked' elements is consistent within and across languages, and tells us a great deal about
what languages can and cannot do. This pioneering study presents a groundbreaking theory of markedness in
phonology. De Lacy argues that markedness is part of our linguistic competence, and is determined by three
conflicting mechanisms in the brain: (a) pressure to preserve marked sounds ('preservation'), (b) pressure to
turn marked sounds into unmarked sounds ('reduction'), and (c) a mechanism allowing the distinction
between marked and unmarked sounds to be collapsed ('conflation'). He shows that due to these mechanisms,
markedness occurs only when preservation is irrelevant. Drawing on examples of phenomena such as
epenthesis, neutralisation, assimilation, vowel reduction and sonority-driven stress, Markedness offers an
important insight into this essential concept in the understanding of human language.
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From reader reviews:

Karl Schueller:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Markedness:
Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) is not only giving you more
new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Markedness: Reduction and
Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics). You never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Lionel Gutierrez:

This Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Charlotte Neville:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Markedness: Reduction and
Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) or maybe others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in
Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Virginia Johnson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the



library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important
for you personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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