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After the Civil War, white Confederate and Union army veterans reentered--or struggled to reenter--the lives
and communities they had left behind. In Sing Not War, James Marten explores how the nineteenth century's
"Greatest Generation" attempted to blend back into society and how their experiences were treated by
nonveterans.

Many soldiers, Marten reveals, had a much harder time reintegrating into their communities and returning to
their civilian lives than has been previously understood. Although Civil War veterans were generally well
taken care of during the Gilded Age, Marten argues that veterans lost control of their legacies, becoming best
remembered as others wanted to remember them--for their service in the war and their postwar political
activities. Marten finds that while southern veterans were venerated for their service to the Confederacy,
Union veterans often encountered resentment and even outright hostility as they aged and made greater
demands on the public purse. Drawing on letters, diaries, journals, memoirs, newspapers, and other sources,
Sing Not War illustrates that during the Gilded Age "veteran" conjured up several conflicting images and
invoked contradicting reactions. Deeply researched and vividly narrated, Marten's book counters the
romanticized vision of the lives of Civil War veterans, bringing forth new information about how white
veterans were treated and how they lived out their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Inouye:

The book Sing Not War: The Lives of Union and Confederate Veterans in Gilded Age America (Civil War
America) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading a book Sing Not War: The Lives of Union and Confederate Veterans in
Gilded Age America (Civil War America) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like start and read a publication Sing Not War: The Lives of Union and Confederate Veterans in
Gilded Age America (Civil War America). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Amy Petersen:

Often the book Sing Not War: The Lives of Union and Confederate Veterans in Gilded Age America (Civil
War America) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Jocelyn Harper:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually
Sing Not War: The Lives of Union and Confederate Veterans in Gilded Age America (Civil War America).

Shelia Sepulveda:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Sing Not War: The Lives of Union and Confederate Veterans in
Gilded Age America (Civil War America) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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