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In this book, one of the world’s leading social theorists presents a critical, alarmed, but also nuanced
understanding of the post-traditional world we inhabit today. Jeffrey Alexander writes about modernity as
historical time and social condition, but also as ideology and utopia. The idea of modernity embodies the
Enlightenment’s noble hopes for progress and rationality, but its reality brings great suffering and exposes
the destructive impulses that continue to motivate humankind.

Alexander examines how twentieth-century theorists struggled to comprehend the Janus-faced character of
modernity, which looks backward and forward at the same time. Weber linked the triumph of worldly
asceticism to liberating autonomy but also ruthless domination, describing flights from rationalization as
systemic and dangerous. Simmel pointed to the otherness haunting modernity, even as he normalized the
stranger. Eisenstadt celebrated Axial Age transcendence, but acknowledged its increasing capacity for
barbarity. Parsons heralded American community, but ignored modernity’s fragmentations.

Rather than seeking to resolve modernity’s contradictions, Alexander argues that social theory should accept
its Janus-faced character. It is a dangerous delusion to think that modernity can eliminate evil. Civil inclusion
and anti-civil exclusion are intertwined. Alexander enumerates dangerous frictions endemic to modernity,
but he also suggests new lines of social amelioration and emotional repair.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Dark Side of Modernity. You can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Dark Side of
Modernity. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's examine.

James Goldman:

The book The Dark Side of Modernity can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The Dark Side of
Modernity? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
The Dark Side of Modernity has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Brain West:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Dark Side of Modernity why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Smith:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Dark Side of Modernity will give you new experience in examining a book.
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