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Thousands of years before the pyramids were built in Egypt and the Trojan War was fought, a great
civilization arose on the Anatolian plains. The Goddess and the Bull details the dramatic quest by
archaeologists to unearth the buried secrets of human cultural evolution at this huge, spectacularly well-
preserved 9,500-year-old village in Turkey.

Here lie the origins of modern society -- the dawn of art, architecture, religion, family -- even the first
tangible evidence of human self-awareness, the world's oldest mirrors. Some archaeologists have claimed
that the Mother Goddess was first worshipped at Çatalhöyük, which is now a site of pilgrimage for Goddess
worshippers from all over the world. The excavations here have yielded the seeds of the Neolithic
Revolution, when prehistoric humans first abandoned the hunter-gatherer life they had known for millions of
years, invented farming, and began living in houses and communities.

Michael Balter, the excavation's official biographer, brings readers behind the scenes, providing the first
inside look at the remarkable site and its history of scandal and thrilling scientific discovery. He tells the very
human story of two colorful men: British archaeologist James Mellaart, who discovered Çatalhöyük in 1958
only to be banned from working at the site forever after a fabulous ancient treasure disappeared without a
trace; and Ian Hodder, a pathbreaking archaeological rebel who reinvented the way archaeology is practiced
and reopened the excavation after it had lain dormant for three decades. Today Hodder leads an international
team of more than one hundred archaeologists who continue to probe the site's secrets.

Balter reveals the true story behind modern archaeology -- the thrill of history-making scientific discovery as
well as the crushing disappointments, the community and friendship, the love affairs, and the often bitter
rivalries between warring camps of archaeologists.

Along the way, Balter describes the cutting-edge advances in archaeological science that have allowed the
team at Çatalhöyük to illuminate the central questions of human existence.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Tapp:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of Civilization your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An
Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of Civilization giving you a different experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

James Fong:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of
Civilization this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain
it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Ryan Fox:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is named of book The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of
Civilization. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.

Dianne Janelle:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



searching for the The Goddess and the Bull: Catalhoyuk: An Archaeological Journey to the Dawn of
Civilization when you required it?
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