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A unique translation of and commentary on the Laozi, based on the oldest edition of the work.

This unique, highly contextualized translation of the Laozi is based on the earliest known edition of the
work, Text A of the Mawangdui Laozi, written before 202 BCE. No other editions are comparable to this
text in its antiquity. Hongkyung Kim also incorporates the recent archaeological discovery of Laozi-related
documents disentombed in 1993 in Guodian, seeing these documents as proto-materials for compilation of
the Laozi and revealing clues for disentangling the work from complicated exegetical contentions. Kim
makes extensive use of Chinese commentaries on the Laozi and also examines the classic Chinese texts
closely associated with the formation of the work to illuminate the intellectual and historical context of
Laozi’s philosophy.

Kim offers several original and thought-provoking arguments on the Laozi, including that the work was
compiled during the Qin, which has traditionally been viewed as typical of Legalist states, and that the Laozi
should be recognized as a syncretic text before being labeled a Daoist one.

Hongkyung Kim is Associate Professor of East Asian Thought and Religions at Stony Brook University,
State University of New York.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oropeza:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the
Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture). Try to the actual book The
Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in
Chinese Philosophy and Culture) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Thomas Carlson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Old Master: A Syncretic
Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Samantha Peay:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A
Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book is readable simply by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The Old Master: A
Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Old
Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A Onward (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Valery Carpenter:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing



reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Old Master: A Syncretic Reading of the Laozi from the Mawangdui Text A
Onward (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can make you sense more interested to read.
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