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A son's personal exploration of one of the most influential—and troubled—artistic couples of the
twentieth century

Stephen Spender's life, with all its secrets, successes, and contradictions, is a vivid prism through which to
view the twentieth century. He befriended Auden and Isherwood while at Oxford, and together the three had
wildly transgressive adventures in Europe and were early vocal critics of Hitler and the rise of fascism in
their celebrated writings. Like his friends, Spender was drawn to other men, yet he eventually married
Natasha, a world-renowned concert pianist, and started a family.
In the midst of a heady world of poetry and liberal politics, gay love affairs and tense silences, Matthew
Spender grew up the child of two brilliant artists. Taught how to use adjectives by Uncle Auden and raised
among the British cultural elite, Matthew led what might have been a charmed existence were it not for the
tensions in his own household. His father, always susceptible to the allure of young men, was unable to stop
himself, or reveal his secret, for the sake of his family; and his mother's suffering led her to infatuations of
her own. Stephen Spender: In Search of My Father is a son's attempt to reconstruct a portrait of his magnetic
father and unconventional family out of the ambiguous experiences of his childhood.
Drawing on unpublished letters and diaries, family keepsakes and youthful memories, Matthew Spender tells
the story of a singular family in the midst of its own cold war, as the artistic world of mid-century London
circled around them.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Medina:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents.

Joseph Benoit:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled A House in St John's Wood: In
Search of My Parents? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Jennifer Shipley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The e-book A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book A House in St John's
Wood: In Search of My Parents. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Corey Watts:

The reserve untitled A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents is the guide that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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