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Bel canto, or 'beautiful singing,' remains one of the most elusive performance styles vocalists strive to
master. During the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, composers routinely left the final shaping of
recitatives, arias, and songs to performers, and singers treated scores freely so that inexpressively notated
music could be turned into passionate declamation. In other words, vocalists saw their role more as one of
re-creation than of simple interpretation. Familiarity with the range of strategies prominent singers of the
past employed to unlock the eloquent expression hidden in scores enables modern performers to take a
similar re-creative approach to enhancing the texts before them.

In this first ever guide to bel canto, author Robert Toft provides singers with the tools they need not only to
complete the creative process the composer began but also to bring scores to life in an historically-informed
manner. Replete with illustrations based on excerpts from Italianate recitatives and arias by composers
ranging from Handel to Rossini, the book offers discussions of the fundamental principles of expressive
singing, each section including a practical application of the techniques involved. Drawing on a wealth of
documents from the era, including treatises, scores, newspaper reviews, and letters, this book captures the
breadth of practices singers used in the bel canto period. Complete with six scores (recitatives and/or arias)
for performers to personalize through the old methods, and a companion website offering demonstrations of
the principles involved, Bel Canto is an essential resource for any singer or vocal instructor wishing to
explore and master historical techniques of interpretation and re-creation from the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

The book Bel Canto: A Performer's Guide can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Bel Canto: A Performer's Guide? A few
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Bel Canto: A Performer's Guide has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world
by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Brent Abramson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Bel Canto: A Performer's Guide to
read.

Rosemary Taylor:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Bel Canto: A Performer's
Guide which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Mary Richie:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Bel Canto: A Performer's Guide. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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