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From the 1910s through the 1930s, Midwestern writers were conspicuously prominent in American literary
life. A generation of writers from the Midwest had come of age and had shared an important and motivating
cultural experience: the encompassing transformation of rural and urban Midwestern life from traditional
craftsmanship, manual labor, and local community to a fragmented, machine-driven, and intensely
capitalistic mode of existence. A profound sense of lost possibilities pervaded the literary mood of these
authors. An organic Midwestern village culture that had only just begun to take definite shape was swept
away, and a fruitful and promising region was sacrificed to crass commercialism. In Sacred Land, author
Mark Buechsel shows that Sherwood Anderson, Willa Cather, and F. Scott Fitzgerald, among others, turned
to two potential sources for grounding their region’s and nation’s life authentically: nature
itself—particularly the super-abundant nature to be found in Midwestern states and the model provided by
the traditional sacramental culture of medieval Europe. The result was a new sacramental vision of how life
in the Midwest—and, by extension, life in modern America—might be lived differently. Buechsel
demonstrates that each author painted his or her spiritual and cultural vision with different shades and
nuances and looked to America’s future with varying degrees of optimism. Of crucial importance in each
author’s work are the characters’ encounters with the Midwestern land, a recalcitrant objective reality that
refuses to yield to the wrong kinds of dreams. Characters who are genuinely open to what their engagement
with the land has to teach them generally find some personal blessing and learn how to claim a fully human
place in the order of things. Characters who fail to learn the lessons nature offers become distorted and
grotesque, in a way that expresses the modern condition emblematically. Sacred Land shows that in the
process of critiquing American culture, Midwestern writers redefined the American pastoral myth so central
to the national psyche.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

In other case, little persons like to read book Sacred Land:Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern Modernism, and
the Sacramental Vision of Nature. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important a book Sacred Land:Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern Modernism, and
the Sacramental Vision of Nature. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Soto:

The book untitled Sacred Land:Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern Modernism, and the Sacramental Vision of
Nature contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.

Robert Jenkins:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sacred Land:Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern
Modernism, and the Sacramental Vision of Nature can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Melinda Brown:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Sacred Land:Sherwood Anderson, Midwestern Modernism, and the Sacramental
Vision of Nature can make you really feel more interested to read.
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