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The system of numbering the years A.D. (Anni Domini, Years of the Lord) originated with Dionysius
Exiguus. Dionysius drafted a 95-year table of dates for Easter beginning with the year 532 A.D. Why
Dionysius chose the year that he did to number as '1' has been a source of controversy and speculation for
almost 1500 years. According to the Gospel of Luke (3.1; 3.23), Jesus was baptized in the 15th year of the
emperor Tiberius and was about 30 years old at the time. The 15th year of Tiberius was A.D. 29. If Jesus was
30 years old in A.D. 29, then he was born in the year that we call 2 B.C. Most ancient authorities dated the
Nativity accordingly.

Alden Mosshammer provides the first comprehensive study of early Christian methods for calculating the
date of Easter to have appeared in English in more than one hundred years. He offers an entirely new history
of those methods, both Latin and Greek, from the earliest such calculations in the late second century until
the emergence of the Byzantine era in the seventh century. From this history, Mosshammer draws the fresh
hypothesis that Dionysius did not calculate or otherwise invent a new date for the birth of Jesus, instead
adopting a date that was already well established in the Greek church. Mosshammer offers compelling new
conclusions on the origins of the Christian era, drawing upon evidence found in the fragments of Julius
Africanus, of Panodorus of Alexandria, and in the traditions of the Armenian church.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Williams:

The Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing The Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.

David Blunt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Easter Computus and the Origins
of the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The
Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies) as good book but not
only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book
by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sonia Cote:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Easter Computus and the Origins of the
Christian Era (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Mary Tobin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication The Easter Computus and the Origins of the Christian Era
(Oxford Early Christian Studies) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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