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A quintessential American family is pulled apart by war and the rapidly changing tides of society in
Jack Kerouac’s captivating first novel

Published seven years before his iconic On the Road, Jack Kerouac’s debut novel follows the experiences of
one family as they navigate the seismic cultural shifts following World War II. Inspired by Kerouac’s own
New England youth, the eight Martin children enjoy an idyllic upbringing in a small Massachusetts mill-
town. Middle son Peter, a budding intellectual and promising athlete, most strongly feels the lure of the
future. When war breaks out, the siblings’ lives are interrupted by military service; their parents must sell
their house after the family business goes bankrupt; and Peter, eager to see the world, voyages overseas as a
Merchant Marine.

After returning home, Peter is drawn to the kinetic energy of New York City and the progressive, bohemian
ideas springing from its denizen young poets, writers, and artists. His new friends are fictionalized versions
of Kerouac’s contemporaries: Allen Ginsberg (as Leon Levinsky), Lucien Carr (as Kenneth Wood), and
William Burroughs (as Will Dennison), and other members of the Beat Generation. Seen by Peter’s parents
as hoodlums and junkies, the Beats challenge conventional American ideas of everything from authority and
religion to marriage and domestic life.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for us. The book The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest Book) has been making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The guide The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest Book) is not only giving you more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest
Book). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Clifford Walsh:

This The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest Book) are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest Book) can be one
of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a
person with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest Book) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Larry Mason:

The guide with title The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest Book) has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new information
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Patrick Leon:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book The Town and the City: A Novel (Harvest Book) it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.
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