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Nonwhite and white, rich and poor, born to an unwed mother or weathering divorce, over half of all children
in the current generation will live in a single-parent family--and these children simply will not fare as well as
their peers who live with both parents. This is the clear and urgent message of this powerful book. Based on
four national surveys and drawing on more than a decade of research, Growing Up with a Single Parent
sharply demonstrates the connection between family structure and a child's prospects for success.

What are the chances that the child of a single parent will graduate from high school, go on to college, find
and keep a job? Will she become a teenage mother? Will he be out of school and out of work? These are the
questions the authors pursue across the spectrum of race, gender, and class. Children whose parents live
apart, the authors find, are twice as likely to drop out of high school as those in two-parent families, one and
a half times as likely to be idle in young adulthood, twice as likely to become single parents themselves. This
study shows how divorce--particularly an attendant drop in income, parental involvement, and access to
community resources--diminishes children's chances for well-being.

The authors provide answers to other practical questions that many single parents may ask: Does the gender
of the child or the custodial parent affect these outcomes? Does having a stepparent, a grandmother, or a
nonmarital partner in the household help or hurt? Do children who stay in the same community after divorce
fare better? Their data reveal that some of the advantages often associated with being white are really a
function of family structure, and that some of the advantages associated with having educated parents
evaporate when those parents separate.

In a concluding chapter, McLanahan and Sandefur offer clear recommendations for rethinking our current
policies. Single parents are here to stay, and their worsening situation is tearing at the fabric of our society. It
is imperative, the authors show, that we shift more of the costs of raising children from mothers to fathers
and from parents to society at large. Likewise, we must develop universal assistance programs that benefit
low-income two-parent families as well as single mothers. Startling in its findings and trenchant in its
analysis, Growing Up with a Single Parent will serve to inform both the personal decisions and
governmental policies that affect our children's--and our nation's--future.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

The book Growing Up With a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Growing Up With
a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a book Growing Up With a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Paul Howard:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Growing Up With a Single
Parent: What Hurts, What Helps which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.

Mark Vandyke:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Growing Up With a Single Parent: What Hurts, What
Helps was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Growing Up With a Single
Parent: What Hurts, What Helps has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Luke Palmieri:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is
very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Growing Up With a Single Parent:
What Hurts, What Helps can make you feel more interested to read.
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