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No American has been more identified with his country than John Wayne. For millions of people from the
heartland to the furthest corners of the earth, he simply is America. Wayne virtually defined the role of the
cowboy and the soldier, unswervingly playing the gruff man of decency, the hero who would always come
through when the chips were down. On-screen -- and off -- Wayne was larger than life. For twenty-five years
he dominated at the box office. His popularity both at home and abroad remains higher than any other
celebrity of his time.
So why have critics and film historians refused to grant him the central importance he deserves? Why has
there never before been a serious biography? The answers to these questions reveal much about both Wayne
and America. He was highly regarded in the '40s and '50s. As the Cold War progressed, however, critics
gradually turned away from him. By the '60s and '70s, Wayne's politics guaranteed that movies like The
Green Berets would be panned, despite consistent popular success.
Now, after the death of both Wayne and communism, it is high time for Randy Roberts and James Olson's
reappraisal. Based on over five years of interview and archival research, John Wayne: American explains the
appeal of Wayne's abiding Americanness. Indeed, we cannot understand America itself without
understanding John Wayne. Born in a dyed-in-the-wool Republican town in Iowa, a football star and student
leader, and a scholarship boy at USC, Wayne went to Hollywood because it was the truest meritocracy in
America, the one place where his lack of wealth and connections could not hurt him. After spending the first
decade of his career on Poverty Row, he emerged as a star in Stagecoach. But it was during World War II
that Wayne -- and America -- emerged as superpowers. Wayne came to politics reluctantly, joining the
mainstream of America in its confrontation with communism -- and maintaining his opposition ever since.
At heart, however, Wayne was a nonideological conservative. He loved his freedom, his friends, his women,
and his booze. He believed in simple justice, and common decency, and he will always be beloved as a
result.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just their can do
that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific John Wayne: American: American to read.

Richard Forbes:

The event that you get from John Wayne: American: American is a more deep you looking the information
that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but John Wayne: American: American giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this specific John Wayne: American: American instantly.

Tracy Rendon:

This John Wayne: American: American is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having John Wayne:
American: American in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Pedro Gonzales:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The John Wayne:
American: American provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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