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Personal Souths, a collection of 20 interviews with famous southern writers, will mark the 50th anniversary
of The Southern Quarterly, one of the oldest scholarly journals (founded in 1962) dedicated to southern
studies. The figures interviewed range from Erskine Caldwell, Eudora Welty and Tennessee Williams (all
from the 1970s), to a virtual Who's-Who of southern literature in the second half of the twentieth century. All
of these interviews were originally published in the journal in the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s, and are collected
here for the first time. The South is represented broadly, with writers from eight states; at least four represent
the "mountain South" (Donald Harrington, Bobbie Ann Mason, Robert Morgan, Lee Smith), while another
four typify a "cosmopolitan South" (Reynolds Price, Mary Lee Settle, Elizabeth Spencer, Tennessee
Williams). The greatest number of voices, at least eight of the authors, speak for or from the "poor white
South" (Larry Brown, Erskine Caldwell, Harry Crews, Donald Harrington, Bobbie Ann Mason, Robert
Morgan, Del Shores, Lee Smith). Though there is only one African American writer, Ernest J. Gaines,
another interview (William Styron, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Confessions of Nat Turner) also
focuses on a conversation about African American literature.

The interviews are all fascinating. Not only do they reveal the personalities of these southern literary stars,
they also represent a self-conscious community of writers. It is a testament to the quality of The Southern
Quarterly that many of these writers, when discussing their most important contemporaries, often refer to
other writers whose interviews are also in this collection. These first-hand discussions will continue to
illuminate and inform our understanding of their creative work.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Ingram:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Personal Souths:
Interviews from the Southern Quarterly? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Augusta Wilson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Personal Souths:
Interviews from the Southern Quarterly, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Larry Moore:

Beside this kind of Personal Souths: Interviews from the Southern Quarterly in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Personal Souths: Interviews from the Southern Quarterly because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well
as read it from right now!

Keith Karam:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Personal Souths: Interviews from the Southern Quarterly we can get more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Personal Souths:
Interviews from the Southern Quarterly. You can more attractive than now.
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