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"Will put Allen in the company of writers such as James Joyce, August Wilson, and Ralph Ellison."
—The Philadelphia Inquirer

When it was first published fifteen years ago, Jeffery Renard Allen's debut novel, Rails Under My Back,
earned its author comparisons to some of the giants of twentieth-century modernism. The publication of
Allen's equally ambitious second novel, Song of the Shank, cemented those lofty claims. Now, the book
that established his reputation is being restored to print in its first Graywolf Press edition. Together, the
two novels stand as significant achievements of twenty-first-century literature.
Rails Under My Back is an epic that tracks the interwoven lives of two brothers, Lucius and John Jones,
who are married to two sisters, Gracie and Sheila McShan. For them, their parents, and their children,
life is always full of departures; someone is always fleeing town and leaving the remaining family to
suffer the often dramatic, sometimes tragic consequences. The multiple effects of the comings and goings
are devastating: These are the almost mythic expression of the African American experience in the half
century that followed the Second World War.
The story ranges, as the characters do, from the city, which is somewhat like both New York and Chicago,
to Memphis, to the West, and to many "inner" and "outer" locales. Rails Under My Back is a
multifaceted, brilliantly colored, intensely musical novel that pulses with urgency and originality.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Rails Under My Back: A Novel.

Paul Holt:

Here thing why that Rails Under My Back: A Novel are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Rails Under My Back: A Novel giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Rails Under My Back: A
Novel. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of Rails Under My Back: A Novel in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Delaney:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Rails Under My Back: A
Novel is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Tammie Torres:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Rails Under My Back: A
Novel which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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