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Since the earliest days of the Church, theologians have struggled to understand how humanity and divinity
coexisted in the person of Christ. Proponents of the Arian heresy, which held that Jesus could not have been
fully divine, found significant scriptural evidence of their position: Jesus wondered, questioned, feared,
suffered, and prayed. The defenders of orthodoxy, such as Hilary of Poitiers, Ambrose of Milan, Jerome, and
Augustine, showed considerable ingenuity in explaining how these biblical passages could be reconciled
with Christs divinity. Medieval theologians such as Peter Lombard, Thomas Aquinas, and Bonaventure, also
grappled with these texts when confronting the rising threat of Arian heresy. Like their predecessors, they
too faced the need to preserve Jesus authentic humanity and to describe a mode of experiencing the passions
that cast no doubt upon the perfect divinity of the Incarnate Word. As Kevin Madigan demonstrates,
however, they also confronted an additional obstacle. The medieval theologians had inherited from the Greek
and Latin fathers a body of opinion on the passages in question, which by this time had achieved normative
cultural status in the Christian tradition. However, the Greek and Latin fathers wrote in a polemical situation,
responding to the threat to orthodoxy posed by the Arians. As a consequence, they sometimes found
themselves driven to extreme and sometimes contradictory statements. These statements seemed to their
medieval successors either to compromise the true divinity of Christ, his true humanity, or the possibility that
the divine and human were in communication with or metaphysically linked to one another. As a result,
medieval theologians also needed to demonstrate how two equally authoritative but apparently contradictory
statements could be reconciled-to protect their patristic forebears from any doubt about their unanimity or the
soundness of their orthodoxy. Examining the arguments that resulted from these dual pressures, Madigan
finds that, under the guise of unchanging assimilation and transmission of a unanimous tradition, there were
in fact many fissures and discontinuities between the two bodies of thought, ancient and medieval. Rather
than organic change or development, he finds radical change, trial, novelty, and even heterodoxy.
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From reader reviews:

Jeannette Coleman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Passions of Christ in High-Medieval
Thought: An Essay on Christological Development (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Dora Champagne:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Passions of Christ in High-
Medieval Thought: An Essay on Christological Development (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can be
the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Lee Henry:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Passions of Christ in High-Medieval
Thought: An Essay on Christological Development (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can give you a
lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Passions of Christ in High-Medieval Thought: An Essay on
Christological Development (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology).

Philip Cooper:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Passions of Christ in High-Medieval Thought: An Essay on Christological Development (Oxford
Studies in Historical Theology) when you essential it?
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