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Today government agencies not only have official Web sites but also sponsor moderated chats, blogs, digital
video clips, online tutorials, videogames, and virtual tours of national landmarks. Sophisticated online
marketing campaigns target citizens with messages from the government--even as officials make news with
digital gaffes involving embarrassing e-mails, instant messages, and videos. In Virtualpolitik, Elizabeth Losh
closely examines the government's digital rhetoric in such cases and its dual role as mediamaker and
regulator. Looking beyond the usual focus on interfaces, operations, and procedures, Losh analyzes the
ideologies revealed in government's digital discourse, its anxieties about new online practices, and what
happens when officially sanctioned material is parodied, remixed, or recontextualized by users. Losh reports
on a video game that panicked the House Intelligence Committee, pedagogic and therapeutic digital products
aimed at American soldiers, government Web sites in the weeks and months following 9/11, PowerPoint
presentations by government officials and gadflies, e-mail as a channel for whistleblowing, digital satire of
surveillance practices, national digital libraries, and computer-based training for health professionals. Losh
concludes that the government's "virtualpolitik"--its digital realpolitik aimed at preserving its own power--is
focused on regulation, casting as criminal such common online activities as file sharing, video-game play,
and social networking. This policy approach, she warns, indefinitely postpones building effective institutions
for electronic governance, ignores constituents' need to shape electronic identities to suit their personal
politics, and misses an opportunity to learn how citizens can have meaningful interaction with the virtual
manifestations of the state.
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From reader reviews:

Kelley Thornton:

The knowledge that you get from Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a
Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) is the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time of
War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having that Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time of War,
Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) instantly.

Yasmin Parker:

This Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal,
Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of
Government Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT
Press) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time of War,
Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

The guide untitled Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government Media-Making in a Time of War,
Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) is the reserve that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government
Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.



Otis Kozlowski:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that can
you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Virtualpolitik: An Electronic History of Government
Media-Making in a Time of War, Scandal, Disaster, Miscommunication, and Mistakes (MIT Press).
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